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Black Babies Awareness Month
Celebhates

EARLY CARE PROVIDERS AND CAREGIVERS

-

EQUITY RESEARCH ACTION COALITION
#BLACKBABIESMATTER

When you think about it, our

children exist in a duality of

'‘the land of opportunity,' and
'the home of racism and
debilitating inequities.'

#BlackBabiesMatter

National Black Child Development
Institute President and CEO

Dr. Leah Austin




Overview

* Funding from Pritzker
Children’s Initiative as
seed funding for Equity
Research Action Coalition

* In partnership with Child
Trends

* Focused on identifying the
strengths-based programs
and policies that support
the well-being of Black
families and their babies
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3Ps Framework of Protecting, Promoting, and Preserving

- Black families and babies are Orgi s
,lcglotlﬁ gf\iélllzy d ?d S(.)Cla | ly vulnerable Attending to the Adversity of Racism EhA'thd:m;
O € S Ot racis m. . Against Young Black Children et T
» Black families and children continue e
. . §)SAGE
to strive and thrlve lheoma U. Iruka' ,Ton}ia R. Durden?, )
° HPA Nicole Gardner-Neblett’, Nneka Ibekwe-Okafor®,
Policies are needed that Amber Sansbury'®) and Nicolo & Tefler®
- preserve Black children’s cultural
heritage and family unit

Abstract
* protect them from harm and trauma , The first 1,000 days is one of the most consequential times for children’s development. As a hugely ignored adversity
' embedded in all aspects of black children’s lives before birth and throughout their life course, racism in all forms deserves more
an d attention in the developmental science literature. Racism—including structural, institutional, interpersonal, intrapersonal,
. . °r: and cultural—negatively impacts the health, learning, and well-being of black children, their families, and their communities.
¢ p rom Ote th elr h €d |th ’ economic Sta b | | Ity Using the Integrative Model for the Study of Developmental Competencies for Minority Children and Critical Race Theory
& mo b | | Ity frameworks, this article elucidates how racial disparities in every opportunity and outcome connected to black children

and their ecosystem are due to white supremacy and anti-black racism. We call for urgent action focused on preservation,
protection, and promotion to address white supremacy and combat anti-black racism through racial equity and culturally
grounded science and policymaking.
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Black households make up about ~13% of the US population but make up the

largest or second largest racial/ethnic group in 19 states & DC.
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3-Part Series

Black Parents
and Their Babies:
Attending to the
First 1,000 Days
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Applying Indicators and
Theory to the Delivery of
Early Care and Education
Supports for Black Families
with Infants and Toddlers

Chrishana M. Lloyd, Porsche Boddicker-Young, and Catherine Schaefer
October 2021
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Anti-Racist Policymaking
to Protect, Promote,

and Preserve Black
Families and Babies

Iheoma U. Iruka, Kristen Harper’, Chrishana M. Lloyd’, Porsche
Boddicker-Young, Allison De Marco, and Jarvis Blanding
*These authors contributed equally to the creation of this brief.

October 2021
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Anti-Racist Policymaking
to Protect, Promote,

and Preserve Black
Families and Babies

ITheoma U. Iruka, Kristen Harper’, Chrishana M. Lloyd’, Porsche
Boddicker-Young, Allison De Marco, and Jarvis Blanding
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The Protect, Promote,
Preserve Framework can
help public officials to

combat anti-Black racism
in policy and programs by
applying a racial equity
lens.




Questions being Addressed

- Based on the research review by the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center,
which policy approaches have the potential to protect, promote, and
preserve Black families and babies?

- Beyond the work of the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center, what
additional policies and programs need research review to build a more
complete picture of the levers available to state and federal officials to
protect, promote, and preserve Black families and babies?
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Protective Policies

- Expansion of Health (Medicaid)
Insurance increased Black
families’ insurance access.

» Medicaid expansion reduced
maternal mortality and
reductions in preterm birth and
very low birthweight among
Black infants compared to
White infants.

- **Attend to equity in early
intervention identification and
supports
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Table 1. Alignment between the 3Ps Framework, critical family and child policy and
program areas and state policies reviewed by the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Clearinghouse

Black Family, Infant, | Family and Child Policy Included in the Prenatal-to-3
and Toddler Outcomes | and P m Areas Clearing house?
Bt nad Qvil Rights Protections No
Discrimination Criminal Justice No
(eg. amest incarceration, policing, surveillance)
Yes
Health Insurance (ie, “Expanded Income Eligibility for Health
Insurance”)
Nutrition Yes
(e.g, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (ie, “Reduced Administrative Burden for
Material Hard ship Program; Women, Infants and Children) SNAP™)
Housing Policy
(e.g. zoning policy, eviction & displacement
polides, Low-Income Housing Tax Credit; No
Public Housing: Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher; Rural Hou




Promotive Policies

Table 1. Alignment between the 3Ps Framework, critical family and child policy and
- State Earned Income Tax decreased program areas and state policies reviewed by the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Clearinghouse

incidences of LBW for Black e T Praiion :
mothers. | - | Tes
Employment (e, "Mo-Ga)\aation Programs for Parental
° State M|n|mum Wage reduced Economic Stability ;:z):;:e:n:shssist.ame,@npuay 25, “State Eamed Income Tax Credit”, “Child
poverty for Black people compared —‘—‘::‘""“:':“ T
. s (i, “State Minimum Wage™)
to White people. s =
Yes
- Paid Family Leave leads to initiation Health Services L2 Bt ity Pl
and duration of Black mothers’ e Mo s Bl Ml 2 2 M
. . Work Scheduli e s
breastfeeding practice and Black e Qo Eak Werk Schaddingd
mothers’ postpartum mental health. _ rolmete e lmefotenn
Infants’ and Toddlers’ Develo pmental Delays (u,fm&:mn%andkduml /
- **Attend to mortgage insurance, | —— S
. (ie, “Evidence-based Home Visiting Programs™)
baby bonds, and universal Yes i ~”
preschool. ST Syt ~Chid Core Rt ©
Early Care e (ie. “Chid Care Subsidies”
@ Equity Research Coalition and Education Yes i _
Child Care Workforce (ie, “Qualification™; “Coaching”™;
UNC Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute “Compensation™)
| Early Education | e




Protective Policies

, _ Table 1. Alignment between the 3Ps Framework, critical family and child policy and
* No policy or policy approaches that  program areas and state policies reviewed by the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Clearinghouse

support the cultural heritage,
language, family preservation, and | 3PsFramework: Preservation
positive racial identity of Black Early Education
families and babies. (eg, curriculum; worklorce coaching No
el P T
- **Attend to increasing wages (hild Welfare No
and compensation of ECE (eg, kinship care)

workforce.
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Black Child
National Agenda:

* Policies from the Prenatal-to-3
Policy Impact Center were generally
well-aligned with the promotion S

() tymcn i coten 506 (O
component of the 3Ps framework. s

- Need for research as well
additional policy and program
refinement to begin to address and
dismantle systemic and anti-Black
racism and bias in policy for Black
families with young children

- Examine the 10 policies in the Black
Child National Agenda
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1. Maintain Child Tax Credits and Income Supports

2. Address Racial Disparities in Wages and Career Advancement Opportunities

3. Invest in Black-Owned and Black-Led Businesses, Organizations,
and Institutions

4. Expand the Family and Medical Leave Act

5. Expand Health Insurance

6. Expand Universal Access to Early Care and Education

7. Address Harsh and Unfair Discipline Practices

8. Ensure Equity in Early Intervention and Special Education

9. Ensure Culturally Responsive Curricula and Practices through Workforce
Development and Training

10. Pass Reparations
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