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Overview
• Funding from Pritzker 

Children’s Initiative as 
seed funding for Equity 
Research Action Coalition

• In partnership with Child 
Trends

• Focused on identifying the 
strengths-based programs 
and policies that support 
the well-being of Black 
families and their babies



3Ps Framework of Protecting, Promoting, and Preserving

• Black families and babies are 
biologically and socially vulnerable 
to the ACEs of racism

• Black families and children continue 
to strive and thrive

• Policies are needed that
• preserve Black children’s cultural 

heritage and family unit
• protect them from harm and trauma, 

and 
• promote their health, economic stability 

& mobility



Black households make up about ~13% of the US population but make up the 
largest or second largest racial/ethnic group in 19 states & DC.  
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The	Protect,	Promote,	
Preserve	Framework	can	
help	public	officials	to	
combat	anti-Black	racism	
in	policy	and	programs	by	
applying	a	racial	equity	
lens.	



Questions	being	Addressed

• Based on the research review by the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center, 
which policy approaches have the potential to protect, promote, and 
preserve Black families and babies?

• Beyond the work of the Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center, what 
additional policies and programs need research review to build a more 
complete picture of the levers available to state and federal officials to 
protect, promote, and preserve Black families and babies?



Protective	Policies

• Expansion of Health (Medicaid) 
Insurance increased Black 
families’ insurance access.

• Medicaid expansion reduced 
maternal mortality and 
reductions in preterm birth and 
very low birthweight among 
Black infants compared to 
White infants.

• **Attend to equity in early 
intervention identification and 
supports



Promotive	Policies

• State Earned Income Tax decreased 
incidences of LBW for Black 
mothers.

• State Minimum Wage reduced 
poverty for Black people compared 
to White people.

• Paid Family Leave leads to initiation 
and duration of Black mothers’ 
breastfeeding practice and Black 
mothers’ postpartum mental health.

• **Attend to mortgage insurance, 
baby bonds, and universal 
preschool.



Protective	Policies

• No policy or policy approaches that 
support the cultural heritage, 
language, family preservation, and 
positive racial identity of Black 
families and babies.

• **Attend to increasing wages 
and compensation of ECE 
workforce.



Findings

• Policies from the Prenatal-to-3 
Policy Impact Center were generally 
well-aligned with the promotion
component of the 3Ps framework.

• Need for research as well 
additional policy and program 
refinement to begin to address and 
dismantle systemic and anti-Black 
racism and bias in policy for Black 
families with young children

• Examine the 10 policies in the Black 
Child National Agenda
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